[This is the only article which Huxley ever wrote especially for an American periodical. It was published in the Youth's Companion in 1886; and it is included in this present volume by the kind permission of the owner of that weekly. Huxley seems to have overlooked it in the preparation of his "Collected Essays" in 1894; and apparently it has never been published in England.
Yet it is one of his most characteristic papers, displaying not only his mastery of exposition but also the wide range of his interest in the varied activities of mankind. It is an introduction to the study of the history of architecture, as enticing as the lectures on "A Lobster" and "On a Piece of Chalk," which were introductions respectively to Zoology and Geology. It is as conscientiously composed as were those earlier papers, the first of which antedated this by a quarter of a century. It is interesting to note how Huxley, although he was now writing: for the eye of the reader rather than for the ear of the hearer, does not fail to bestow on this paper the same logical movement which seizes our attention in the two oral compositions.]
132 which applies to crocodiles loses its force among other animals, or among plants. If one series of species has come into existence by the operation of natural causes, it seems folly to deny that all may have arisen in the same way.
